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The Pennsylvania Pri.on Society i. writing to
expre.. our support for Billed Party Preference in
regard to the above naaed CC Docket. We are filing ten
copies of this letter. Plea.e send one copy to each
Co••i.sioner.

We have read the co••ent. filed by C.U.R.E.
(Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of Errants)
with the Federal Co••unications Coa.ission on May 6,
1993 in support of Billed Party Preference. We agree
with C.U.R.E.'s stateaents and strongly endorse the
inclusion of prison telephone .ervice. in this billing
opt.ion.

The Pri.on Society aaintain. daily cont.act with
pri.oner. and their faailie. froa aero•• the .t.at.e of
Penn.ylvania. We vi.it pri.oner. in both .tat.e and
county prison. and coaaunicate regUlarly with their
fa.ilie.. One of the ao.t cOMaon problea. brought. to
our attent.ion i. the high cost of prison telephone
.ervice.. Inaat.e-only telephones perait collect calls
only. For aany faailie. who have liaited financial
re.ource., t.he co.t. of receiving the.e calls are
overwhel.ing.
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Exeapting pri.on telephone .ervice. froa Billed
Part.y Preference unfairly puni.he. pri.oners' faai1ies,
who have done nothing wrong. The econoaic iap1icat.ions
of incarceration on the.e faai1ies i. exacerbated by
exorbitant telephone costs. We believe the.e faailie.
should have the right to use the long distance
telephone COMpany of their choice.

Telephone coa.unication i. often t.he only .eana of
contact bet.ween pri.onera and their faailiea. Since
MO.t priaon. are located in i.olated areas, the high
cost. and li.it.ed availablility of transportat.ion to
prisons prevent Many faailie. froa visiting their loved



ones. Thus, affordable telephone services are crucial
to sustaining £a.ily relationships during incarceration.

Studies have consistently found that £a.ily ties
are one o£ the Most i.portant factors in offender
rehabilitation. Norman Holt and Donald Killer,
research analy.ts with the California Depart.ent o£
Corrections, concluded that ..the positive relationship
between strength o£ social ties and .ucces. on parole
ha. held up for 45 years o£ relea.es aero•• very
diver.e offender populationa and in different
localitiea. It ia doubtful i£ there i. any other
research finding in the field o£ correctiona which can
approxiJlate this record."

Telephone cO.Munication with fa.ilies provide.
pri.oners with a .ource o£ hope. Equally i.portant, it
helps prisoner••aintain contacts needed to provide
e.otional and econo.ic support after their release.
The high costs of pri.on telephone service. severely
re.trict priaonera' ability to cO.Jlunicate with their
fa.ilie. and pre.erve the.e critical £••ily ties. We
urge the Federal Coa.unication. COM.is.ion to .upport
priaoner rehabilitation and, ultiaately, sa£er
co••unitie. by keeping pri.on telephone .ervice. a.
part o£ Billed Party Preference.

Thank you for your consideration of the.e
co••enta. If you would like .ore in£or.ation regarding
this i.sue, pleaae call .e at (215) 351-2308.

Sincerely,

Michael Hackllan
Acting Co-Executive Director


